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Report of the Selectmen 
For the year ending March 5, 1846. 
The Selectmen charge themselves with the following items, 
viz, By cash, collectors lists, notes, bills &c., as. reported by 


the Maditors March 11, 1845, $713,73 
By assessment of State tax ) 558,48 
# m ** county tax 944,32 
bk sf ‘* road tax 468 ,00 
ss ef ** school tax | 1184,07 
be ay ** town tax 1248.00 
By literary fand received July 1845 | 60,25 
By cash received of Joseph Ela, fund agent 118,00 
By cash received of John T. Coffin, interest 
on Surplus Revenue 284,47 
By cash received of John Davis 2d highway tax 30,00 
By cash rec’d of Belknap Manufacturing Co 39,37 
By cash received of the county 122,25 
By cash on execution vs Benj. Blood Jr. ~ 75,34 
By cash received of J. T. Coffin fund agent 
which is now due from town 425,58 
$6271, 86 
Which is acounted for as follows, viz, 
Paid for external poor for the year past— 
To paid Dr McFarland for medical attendance on 
Stephen Bachelder 25,00 
i 4 Greenleaf Pickering 14,00 
Dr Munsey’s bill medical attendance for 
Stephen Bachelder’s wife 8,00 
Sally Mallard attendance for S. Bachelder 17,00 
Dr Knowles medical attendance for 
Joanna Woodman 8,00 
- Dr Knowles medical attendance for 
Jacob Farrar’s family 4,00 
Freeman S. Pitman for keeping 
Mrs Wadleigh’s cow 6,00 
Augustus Doe for supplies for James Perkins 5,00 
B. Morrill for wood for Stephen Bachelder 1,00 
Town of Northfield for R. P. Kelley 34,00 
Eben’r Boynton for winnowing mill 6,60 
L. M. Pike of Newmarket 39,00 
Town of Newmarket for Mrs Clough 33,29 
Dr Merrill for medical attendance for a: 
Mrs Straw 4,00 
Dr Merrill for medical attendance at the | 
Town Farm and others 19,00 


Dr Smart for medical attendance for __ 
‘Parker Li. Fogg @ | 17,00 
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Stephen Snow for taking care P. L, Fogg 18,42 
‘Simon Pottle for supplies for Mrs Farrar 2,67 
Polly Fogg for making coat for Joseph Fogg 1,25 
John Quimby for supplies for Mrs Farrar 2,00 
John Towle for goods for Joseph Fogg 6,61 
Samuel Bean for wood for Mrs Farrar 1,00 
Dr Sanborn for doctoring poor . 26,50 
Lang & Berry for goods for Mrs Taylor 
& Mrs Farrar 8,77 
Joseph W. Lang tor Mrs Farrar 46 
‘ Neal & Gordon for goods for Mrs Taylor 3,47 
Benjamin StClair for supplies for Mrs Taylor 1,38 
Geo. D. Vittum for support of Arfh Clough 7,00 
For supplies for Mrs Shaw 51,02 
For clothing for Harriet Merrill 2,42 
Benj. M. Quimby for Alvira Quimby 2,00 
Eben’r Stevens for supplies for paupers» 12,43 
E. Stevens for going to Newmarket and 
Tamworth after paupers & expenses 17,31 
John Cate jr. for support of Wm. S. Elliot 3,46 
Dr Sanborn for medical attendance ‘‘ 4,42 
Geo. D. Vittum for moving Olive Hill to the 
Town Farm 1,00 
Elihu Davis for Harriet Merrill 1,00 
PAID AT THE ALMS HOUSE 
Hazen Marstin for provisions and other 
necessaries 143,92 
Hazen Marstin for his services 1844 185,00 
$744,40 
PAID FOR ROADS AND BRIDGES. 
1845 
‘ Paid S. J. Pitman’s bill for powder 1.40 
43 i" Luther Sandborn for work 1.00 
é “ Joseph W. Robinson for plank 1.50 
te da T. D. Somes for painting guide posts 1.75 
¢ 9 John Swain for lumber and work 7.50 
é “« — John C. Davis cash for repair of road 7.50 
“i «Plumer and Piper for laying out roads 5.38 
& a Paul H. Stanton for labour 1.25 
vf « Chase Robinson for plank 50 
¢ . For repair of Turnpike road (socalled) 34.46 
6 s 6 Roxbury =“ (  & J) 59.84 
as FS David Plumer for plank 60 
th _ John S. Morgan award 40.00 
- i For repair of road from Chase’s Mills to New 
. 4 Hampton and the Dolloff road (socalled) 348.06 
és Bs Edward Chase for repair of bridge 37.21 
“ 6 “ for plank 4.23 
es as Samuel T. Cram for breaking roads 16.61 
a: “« Nathaniel Bachelder for repair of road 828 


Paid Ebenezer Pitman for services as Town Agent 1844 
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« Bradbury Robinson for lumber 

“ George W. Gilman for repair of road 
« John §. Hawkins for plank 

« Samuel T. Cram for repair of road 
“ — Daniel Smith for plank 

a S. A. Ladd for plank 

4 Darias Robinson far breaking road 
« Newel Tilton for plank 

a John M. Smith = “ 

s J. B. Swain for plank &e. 

# Noah Robinson for plank 

4 D. M. Gale for powder and steel 

“ Benjamin Bachelder for Labor 


PAID CURRENT EXPENCKES. 


State Tax 
County Tax, 
Joseph Ela for services as Town Agent 1845 
Jacob Tenney for boarding of Selectmen 
Franklin Pierce for services in Blood case 
J. H. Kelsea . 4 
Ebenezer Stevens iy . 

¥ 7 for money paid in do. 
Kleazer Young for surveying 
kK. 8. Lawrance Copy on report &c 
John Haynes for services as Selectman 
Ebenezer Stevens for postage and stationary 
Giles Leach Superintending School Confiniitiee 
B. F. Plumer és 6 
John K. Young é « “ 
D. B. Plunmer for paying witnesses referees 

and expenses in Capt. Levi Smith’s case 
David Corliss services as Constable 
David B. Plumer for journey to Exeter 
Warner and Franklin 

Noah Robinson for services as Selectman 
T. D. Somes on account of small pox 
John F. Brown for books 
Currier & Hall “ «& 
Selectmen’s expences while taking inventory 
Thomas Eastman for stationary 
John F. Ciengh for services as Constable 
H. L. Hazelton for services in Blood case 


James Wadleigh for abatment of John Boynton’s poll tax 


Capt. Fox militia return 
“ Sandborn“ « 
« Swain sc 
66 Wiggin 6c 66 


Col. Neal Mb 


Capt Mead 6 
“« Dolloff “ = « 
Allison =“ &. 
io Farrar for bill of abannant 1843 & 1844 
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Taylor L. Grant for abatment town farm 
6c 6 


“ 1843 

“é ¢- “ 1844 

6 “ for collection 1845 

‘“ és 66 1844 

George D. Vittum bill for collection 1845 
“ 6s _ for abatements “ 

lsaac Farrar 66 1843 


Taylor L. Grant for collection 1844 

Noah Robinson assessment overcharged 

Isaah Farrar for colleetion 1844 

John G. Robinson for collectin 1843 

Stephen Farrar for board of town officers 1844. 

Abatement of Mary W. Young’s tax over taxed 

George A. Stevens for doing military duty in 1844 

Stephen Farrar for taking care of town house 
and for wood and lights 

Stephen Farrar for expenses of town officers 

Hugh Blaisdel for abatements 1840 

Soldiers on parade 

The several tax payers their surplus Interest 

Ester Sanborn interest 

David B. Plumer for services as selectman 

Thomas Eastman $c 6“ 

Ebenezer Stevens “ 5 6 

Lane Plumer for board & horse keeping of 
selectmen collectors auditors &c 

Thomas Eastman expences of selectmen 

Auditors bills 

S. J. Pitman town clerk 

Warren Lovel’s order 

John T. Coffin services as fund agent 

& se interest on money borrowed 


Paid for the support of schools 
Paid the religious societies parsonage interest 


RECAPITULATION.. 
Amount charged to selectmen 


Paid out on account of poor 


out on account of school 

out on account of roads & bridges 
out on account of religious societies 
current expences 


Which being deducted from the amount charged 
to the selectmen show a ballance in their hands of 
Respectfully subscribed by 
THOMAS EASTMAN 
DAVID B»PLUMER 
EBEN’R, STEVENS 


Meredith. 


1139,85 


$4408,69 


$6271,86 
744,40 
1139,85 
683,22 

~ 124,00 
3144,84 


—— 


$5791,31 
$480,55 


Selectmen 


. of 
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The undesigned having examined the foregoing accounts of the 
Selectmen found them correctly cast and well vouched. 
March, 5, 1846. DANIEL M. GALE 
~ DAVID Y. SMITH Auditors 
GEO. W. STEVENS 


THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE DUE THE TOWN. 


Cee 


Ballance of interest on school, parsonage, and literary funds 132.10 


“ “ 6 surplus revenue funds 307.48 
From county for support of County Paupers about 130,00 
‘To which add ballance reported in the Selectmen’s hands 480.55 

$1050.13 
: LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN. 
Due Hazen Marstin April 1, 1846 195.00 

* for supportof J. Pike about 40.00 

“ for support of Parker L. Fogg about 12.00 

“ Warren Lovell about 70.00 

“ the several religious societies 124.00 

“ J.T.Coffin Fund Agent for money borrowed 425.58 

$866.58 
866.58 
Leaving a ballance in favor of the town of 183.55 
SURPLUS MONEY. 

The Agent to receive and loan the Surplus Money. 

Received on account of the town $7.439.85 
Of this amount there was on hand March 1, 1845 $495.00 
Rec’d on notes paid from March 1, 1845 

to March 5, 1846 $5.067.27 1.196.82 
Loaned from March 1], 1845 to March 5, 1846 3.870.495 
Balance of cash now on hand $1.691.82 
Interest due on notes March 1, 1845 $088.18: 
interest as “A, 1846 199.48 
interest + 94 Bion dy LBdG 19.82: 
The last amount on personalsecurity $807.48: | 

pt 367.48 

interest received on notes since March 2, 1845. 

« on _ notes. paid $122.08 

a 4 “ due before March 1, 1845 81.32 

gs 66 66 66 $6 66 1, 1846. 77.10 

rs . trancient. loans- 3.97 

284.47 


JOHN T. COFFIN, Agent: 
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House, March Ist, 1846. 
INVOICE OF PROPERTY. 
4 shoats, weight by estimation 750 lbs 
2 oxen 


2 cows 

16 sheep 

17 tons hay 

73 bushels corn 
166 ‘‘ potatoes 
3 ‘© apples © 
9 ‘¢ ~wheat 

q ‘¢ beans | 


70 lbs. tallow 

44 lbs. dried apple 

6 galls. apple sauce 

203 lbs. hams, fresh beef &c. 
65 lbs. lard 

500 Ibs. pork 

425 lbs. beef 

2 barrels vinegar 

180 lbs. cheese 

40 lbs. butter 

Lumber 

55 cords wood 

Beds, bedding and wearing apparel 
Betterments on building 


Household furniture, farming tools &e. 


The Overseers of the poor find the property at 
the Alms House March 1, ‘1845, to have 
been appraised at | 

Due fromthe county for the fea she of 
Paupers on the farm 


The amount at the Alms House March/1, 1846, 


Due from the county for. the support of 
Paupers on the farm 


. This amount being deducted from the amount 


of March Ist, 1845, leayes against the 
farm 


30,00 
80,00 
90,00 
32,00 
170,00 
713,00 
41,50 
15 
13,50 
~ 10,50 
7,00 
1,76 
1,00 
10,15 
6,50 
50,00 
17,00 
2,00 
12,60 
5,00 
46,00 
55,00 
270,00 - 
23,50 


$1048,76 


242.45 


a et ce 


$1291,21 


$1381,03. 
60,00 


$1441,03 
1291,21 
70,00 


1361,21 


79,82 
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The amount due to the superintendent April 


1, 1846, . 195,00 
Interest on the purchase money of farm 96,00 
Paid for necessaries at the Alms House 144,92 
515,74 
Received of the county for the support of 
Paupers on the farm 112,00 
Total expense of Paupers $403,74 
Average number 25, Average expense of 
each Pauper $16,15 


DAVID B, PLUMER, of 
EBENEZER STEVENS. )the Poor. 


Names and ages of persons at the Alms 


THOMAS EASTMAN, Overseers 


House. 

Males. Harriet Shepherd 36 
Humphrey Eaton 66 Rhoda Farrar 48 
John Haven 65 Adalaide Bradbury = 27 
David Clough 39 Alvira Quimby 24 
Simeon Taylor 39 Harriet Merrill 16 
Joseph Bachieider 22 Sarah Taylor 14 
John Taylor 13 Susan Taylor 9 

Females. Mary Taylor 7 
Elizabeth Shepherd 84 Mary Gilman 7 
Lydia Griffin 66 Isabella Taylor 5 
Susan Edgerly 55 Caroline Taylor 3 
Hannah Smith 55 Almira Taylor 11-2 
Susan Dockham 54° Myra ‘Yaylor 5 mos. 
Susan Taylor 36 


School Committee’s Report. 

There are in the town of Meredith twenty three school dis- 
tricts. The amount of school money the last year was $1139,- 
85. Had the money been equally divided by districts, 
each would have received about $50. According to the 
rule of division now practised, the two districts receiving the 
largest sums are the Ist and 15th districts; the former $204,- 
11, and the latter $122.23, The two districts receiving the 
least amount of school money arethe 19th and 22d. The for- 
mer receives $16,30 andthe latter $8,87. The first division 
receives about $500; the second.and third receive not far 
from $300 each. 

There have been thirty Instructors for a longer or shorter 
time connected with these schools during the year, ‘Twenty 
four were examined and received certificates. Six were nei- 
ther at the public examinations; nor did they apply for a cer- 
tificate elsewhere. 
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One of the committee, in most cases, visited each school, 
summer and winter, near its commencement and close. They 
were cordially received by the teachers of the respective 
schools; and every facility in their power afforded to let them 


» know the state of the school at its commencement, and the 


progress of the scholars at the close of the school. Your com- 
mittee in these visits, listened to the recitations in the various 
branches to whichthe school was attending. Suggestions 
were made by the committee when it seemed proper. And at 
the close, an attempt was usually made to impress the scholars 
with the immense value of education; and the importance of 
consecrating all their energies to secure it. Suggestions were 
often made to teachers privately. 

We should, on some accounts, like to give the state of each 
school separately. We are the more desirous of doing this, 
because there are some teachers and scholars that have ac- 
quitted themselves so well as to merit commendation. Butas 
we gave a statistical report last year; and as there has been 
so little variation in the number of scholars, compensation of 
teachers and the like, and that we may not extend this report 

“to too great length, we shall not call your attention to the 
several districts separately. 

There have been, we think, some improvements the last 
year. Inthe qualifications of teachers, this was apparent.— 
The examination of some instructers not only satisfied, but 
very much gratified the committee. There seemed in a few 
cases, especially, a perfect acquaintance with all the branch- 
es of education usually taught in our district schools; and al- 
though there were several examined more deficient than we 
could have wished, we think the number of well qualified 
teachers larger at the examinations than in previous years. 

Our anticipations at the examination of teachers were fully - 
realized in the examination of the schools. We have had 
some most excellent schools. The teachers to whom we refer 
have had the rare art of making study pleasant; of throwing 
an interest around the schoolroom. The scholars loved their 
teacher, and the school, and their books. And we heard that 
many of those scholars dropped a tear as the school closed 
and they parted with the teacher. 

There is believed to have been some improvement also in 
several of the schools in the mode of instruction. To this 
point the committee have directed the attention of the teach- 
ers. It is hoped that what inthis respect has been begun, 
will go on to perfection. . 

There hasbeen ‘also some improvement in the school 
houses within a short time, at least in two or three instances. 
‘There have been improvements in the construction of the 
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houses, several have been painted, and convenient play 
grounds have been prepared. 

Having refered you to some improvements in our district 
schools, we would now ask attention to some 

General Remarks. 

It seems to the committee that the Statute in respect 
to. ts examination of School Teachers should be strictly ob- 
served. 

—Ifsuch ais as please to do so apply for examination anda 
certificate; and any others who fear an examination, receive 
the money contrary to law, appropriated to ‘the district. in 
which he teaches, but little can be done for the improvement 
of our schools. And while indulgence and forbearance should 
be cherished toward such teachers and Prudential committees, 
as have been ignorant of the law on this point, it is respect- 
fully su ggested that in future the good law be observed: and 
teachers who do not apply for a certificate, be prevented from 
receiving pay from the treasury, appropriated by the town. 

2. It seems to the committee that parents and guardians 
should give particular attention to the qualification of teachers 
they employ. It is our belief that in many of the districts it 
were as well to have the school houses closed as to have such 
teachers as are every summer and winter employed. Nor is 
it certain that they are competent because they have a certif- 
icate from the superintending school committe. Not at all. 
They only enquire as to their intellectual attainments. ‘This 


is important, It is indispensable, There are, however, oth- 


ers scarcely less important. Unless a teacher have certain 


other qualifications, he cannot be useful. He needs beside 


‘‘common sense,” the power of self-government; a love for 
children; an ability to interest his pupils. 

Some have these qualifications, They may not have higher 
intellectual attainments than others. Yet they know how to 
make study pleasant; they are ‘‘apt to teach.”’ And if these 
things are so, let such as have the responsibility of engaging 
teachers, inform themselves as to these particulars, in res- 
pect to those to whose instruction they commit the education. 
of their children. 

3. We would suggest the importance of parents and oth- 
ers, visiting our district schools. They will thereby see the 
difference in teachers; and be prepared the better to select. 
Scholars will assuredly be likely to make greater proficency 


who expect to see parents at the examination at the close of 


the school. And the teacher too, will be stimulated in his. 
efforts for the improvement of his scholars. 

We do not doubt that parents who read this will be ready 
to say ‘‘It is a very go od thing to visit the schools as we re- 
commended.’’ But wil! they do it? And will the superin- 
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tending school committee of the next year, meet them at the 
summer and winter examinations of the schools? | 
_ 4, It is desirable, in order that our common schools may 
accomplish the highest good, that there be an increased at- 

tention to our school houses. Something has been dane for 
the improvement of a few, as has been sta ed. Many | othe 
are very inconvenient in their’ construction. ~ They ‘sta i 
the most desolate, and uninviting spot in the district. T 
are unpainted, and bave no play-ground nor shrubbery, a a 
legs they are standing in some swamp or wood. No wonder 
so many do not love school. We earnestly recommend in 
mediate attention to our school houses; let them be rel 
pleasant and inviting. = 

5. One other remark. It is very desirable that schools — 
should be lengthened. The amount of school money is so 
small in a majority of the districts, that if this only is expend- 
ed, but little can be done towards securing even a common 
education. Sixteen school districts in town, receive less than © 
450. Fourteen, less than $40. Five, less than $30. Of 
course a majority of the schools cannot keep more than six or» 
eight weeks, both in summer and winter, It is therefore ex- — 
ceedingly desirable, that both the summer and winter school ~ 
be lengthened another month each. \ A single month after one 
has been in school six oreight weeks, is sapposed to be about | 
as valuable as all the preceeding. 

There are several ways in which a school may be length= 
ened. The district may expend the whole of the money ia 4 
paying a teacher, furnishing themselves the board and fuel. 
This method has objections. 

Another method is the annexation of the smaller contigu- 
ous districts. This plan will give districts receiving the same 
amount of money, more than twice the length of school.— 
This also will find opposition. 

Another method is, for the town to appropriate a larger — 
sum for schools. ithe 

And yet another plan is, for the friends of education who a 
have wealth, to remember the cause of education, as they ; 
make a disposal of their property. Let there bea fund, not 
entirely to support the school, but large enough to pay a highs J 
er compensation to teachers, ‘and also lengthen the schools.’ 
We hope our town will accordingly be remembered. 

BENJAMIN PLUMER, 

16: Matt ' GILES LEACH, 
eset JOHN K. YOUNG, | 
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